- e

EH 8TP 1 1 240

September 7, 2000

—— T B

Mr, C. David Bolender
Executive Direclor
lerwa Public Televising
6450 Carparate Drive
Johnston, [A 56131

Dear David: !

On behalf of PBS T commend lowa
in Octobor, Utganizing his amnual
towards serving the residents with
triore than pleased Lo Ly

PV for ergznizing the Digital TV Symposium, Coming up
syniposianm reflects your vision, leadership and Cotumilment
quality public television today and in the lutare! PRS will be
€ a represuntanive be part of the zpenda,

As you know, Digital TV unplementalion for public television is an ntegral part of a federal
rindate, as well as important towsards advancing the PTV mission Although nene of the
impartant fealnres of DTV_ such as HOTY, multicasting and datacasting—will be available
nnfil DTV = 1] llly implemented, i{ ¢ iubiic station does not follow the implementation us

scheduled (May 2003}, that station could loge jis licenss and public television will be lost 1o i1s
enlive connmtnity.- .. . . : N - :

. While wa ynderiake this nsaumental transition, we must be &
Jaws and regulations thay diciate the limetable, While the iian
flexibility i the end ar analog browlcasting in 2006, the dea]
lacilities is sidngent and holds 0o such caveat, Therefore it

ware of some key points ubout the
sition mies allow for some

line for the: construction of DTV

is Tmpurtant to pote:

*  Theuadded channel for TV was ussimed to cach TV broadeaster with the condition fhat the

anaiog channe! be retumed {or gal: il euction. These auctions are part of the 1997 Balanced
Budger Act und are sehedled 1o begin tn January 2001
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* Publicelevision stations are 0ot nurpasely withholding digital programming:; howoever, if a ;E

slation cannat seeure the funds to couslruel & DTV facility, the result wopld place this station 3

in jeopardy of penalties, or loss of braoadeas licenses, In more detail, on July 23, 2000, L

during The Housc Subcoimmilee g lelecommunications Trade and Cansumer Production

hearings, Thoimas 1. Gliley, Ir fR-VA and Chairman of the Hoyse Commerce Commnittee) T
admaonished broadensters:

)

Vi we learn that vow broadeasters are withholding digital Rrogramming and
Hies falsely extend the digaied tranzition, ihen the Committee showuld FEVIZEE th
Stavdard in the Refgneed Buidyer dev of 1497 oy prepare adiitional pengltics for
brocufeaseers... America's wirelosy Industry seeks to vce this specirum 1o affer
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new services. The wireless industry should not be held at the mercy of a
brocdeaster wrwilling to exit the band. " :

During these same House Subcommittee hearings the FOC was represented by Dale
{atfield (Chief, Office of Engineering and Tevhnology), who stated:

"...the broadeast industry must make the conversion from analog io digital
hecause the pubic interest demands that spectrum be used mare gfficientiv,.. The
benefits to the American consumer of new and improved digritarl broadeast
services and the consequent freeing up of specirum for other services are Just foo
great.”

* lnaddition, the FCC has stated in other documents that when it grants extensions of time for
DTV consiruction, the extensions must be due 1o cirenmstances that are “unforcseeahle or
beyond the licensee’s control” and where the licenisee has “taken all reasonable steps to
tesolve the problem expeditiously.” The FCC has forther stated, that, “We do not anticipate
that the circumstance of “lack of equipment” would include the cost of such equipment.”™
Therefore, public television stations must continue with construction efforts.

Public television must move ahead and go dipital in order to assure contimation of #ts npiversal
services in the fillure. This letier is designed 1o assist you with cxplaining the DTV funding
inperative. 1t delails some specific irformation about the policy and the legal underpinnings of
the transilion.

Il you would like 1 more delailed Iisting of the sources on each item above, we can provide those
W you. Please give me a call il there is ather information you might finul helpfil in your
fundraising efforts. '

- Sincersly,

Al Q8 O

Tidward Calecn
Semor Vice President,
PGS Teclmology & Opcrations



